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Am I required to do a senior project?  

Yes.  

What class do I sign up for?  

 

The class to register for is BUS 464. Our preference is that you sign up for this class when one of 

the IS professors is teaching the class. BUS 464 will be offered by IS instructors during Fall, 

Winter, and Spring quarters. Senior Project classes are not typically offered during Summer 

Quarter. Speak with the MHRIS Area Chair if you wish to pursue a senior project during 

Summer Quarter.  

NOTE:  BUS 461/462 are also listed as senior project classes. These were two-unit classes which 

have been on the books for many years and were more difficult to manage (e.g., students had to 

sign up for two classes, grading needed to coordinated, etc.), so the OCOB switched to one 4 unit 

class; much easier for everyone. 

If you wish to do a project outside the IS concentration, check to see what other senior project 

classes are being offered and speak with the instructor to see if they will allow you to enroll. You 

are not required to do an IS senior project, you can do other Business senior projects. Most 

senior project classes are identified as BUS 464, but there are a few that may have a different 

course number. Check with advising if you wish more information. 

Registering for BUS 464 

You can sign up for BUS 464 just like other Cal Poly classes. That said, IS BUS 464 classes will 

often require instructor permission. To facilitate this, we have students register while being 

placed on a waitlist. See below … 

• Why am I on the waitlist? When registering for BUS 464 you will be put onto the class 

waitlist. This allows the instructor to add students to the class taking into consideration 

priority but also based on when students are graduating. It also allows the instructor to 



focus on adding IS students into the section. We have found that this approach serves 

students best, assuring students can actually get into the class when they need to graduate. 

• What if the senior project class day / time conflicts with another class I want to 

take? In this circumstance, sign up for the other class and contact the BUS 464 

instructor. BUS 464 classes typically do not meet (except for the first class session) and 

so the instructor will be able to work with you to submit a time conflict form allowing 

you to take both classes even though they meet on the same day/time. You can work out 

the difficulty of the first class session meeting. But work with the IS prof to get yourself 

into the class when you wish to take two classes that meet at the same time.  

When should I start my senior project?  

 

Most do their senior project during their senior year to build on the knowledge they acquired in 

the IS core (392-393-394-395). If you are unable to take the IS core during your junior year, then 

it may be that you complete your senior project concurrently with some of the IS core classes. 

Typically, this is not a problem; most students have taken 392 and a couple of the other core IS 

classes. Your IS instructor will work with you to create a meaningful senior project. Other 

considerations …  some students use their senior project to showcase their interests to recruiters 

and so try to start the senior project class prior to interviewing; other students wait until they 

accept a job offer and then try to focus their senior project around technologies they will be using 

in their upcoming job. Do what works best for you. The IS faculty will always help advise you. 

How much effort is required for a senior project? 

The expected level of effort on a senior project is 120 to 160 hours of work but is ultimately 

determined by your senior project advisor.  At the 120 to 160 hours of effort, senior projects 

typically take more than one quarter. Most students are unable to commit 12 to 16 hours per 

week of effort in one quarter and so planning to complete your senior project over two or even 

three quarters is a reasonable approach (note you only sign up for BUS 464 once!) 

What topic should I choose for my senior project?  

 

The project idea should really come from you. While the IS faculty may suggest projects, you 

should really focus on understanding what you like to do and then choose a senior project topic 

which reflects your interests and passion. Also do one that has an impact either helping a 

company or non-profit or one that truly advances your education / career. Don’t just ‘do’ one to 

get by. Note, too, it is horrible to work on a senior project where you really don’t like what you 

are doing or that you really think is not meaningful.  So, for example, if you like animals, visit 

the Woods Humane Society and see if they have any projects you could work on. If you like 

coding in SQL, work on passing a SQL certification exam as part of your senior project as well 

as finding a project using SQL. Do something you can be proud of when your son / daughter 

comes to you in about 20 years or so and asks for advice about their senior project and asks what 

you did.  

If you have no industry experience (such as an internship), you may wish to flesh out your 

resume by choosing a senior project where you work with an industry partner or a non-profit. If 



you have a lot of industry experience, you may choose a senior project where you are focusing 

on developing greater expertise in some technology (e.g., data analytics or data visualization) 

that you are interested in or wish to develop more skill / knowledge.  

The bottom line is that you will be doing the work and you should choose something that you 

really like to do. Also note that your senior project is related to your major, Business, not your 

concentration. This means that you are not restricted to doing a senior project typically 

associated only with the IS concentration.  

To get ideas, check out what other students have done by speaking to some of the senior students 

who may have already started working on their projects or by speaking with one of the IS 

professors. You can also see a list of projects shown at the end of this doc. 

Can I work on passing an IS related certification exam as my senior project?  

 

Yes ... but ... The yes part is that you can work on a certification exam, but you may also need to 

do some additional work such as writing a resource manual for other students who plan to take 

the same exam. Ask your instructor what they require.  If the certification exam requires 

significantly less time than the 120 to 160 expected hours, you will be asked to do more work 

(e.g., another certification exam or a project using the knowledge you just learned).  As you 

might expect, to earn a passing grade for your senior project you would have to do well on the 

certification exam (work out with your senior project advisor what their expectations of ‘doing 

well’ means). Always work out the details with your senior project advisor. 

Can I work with others?  

 

Yes, but it does depend on your advisor. Some advisors want the student to work alone while 

others allow you work on a team. Teams should really be no more that 2-3 students, though some 

successful senior projects have had more.  

Do I have to finish my senior project in one quarter?   

 

As noted earlier, senior projects are not required to be completed in one quarter. You can take 2 

or more quarters, up to a year, to finish your work.  

Depending on circumstances and the advice of your senior project advisor, in certain 

circumstances you may start your senior project prior to enrolling in the class. For example, you 

could start your senior project during Fall quarter and sign up for the senior project class during 

Winter quarter. This would be important if you were graduating Winter Quarter and knew you 

needed a lot of time to work on the project. The same is true if you wanted to enroll in a senior 

project class Spring Quarter and wanted to start it during Winter Quarter. Work with the 

instructor to make these arrangements if needed.  A major constraint is that University 

regulations require that students be enrolled in a class during the time that they perform the 

work, so check with your advisor first to assure what you wish to do is allowable.  



Doing senior project work during the Summer (e.g., say doing a senior project while you have an 

internship) and then returning to campus and asking for this work to count as your senior project 

is not likely to be accepted. If you wish to do some work during Summer Quarter, work this out 

with your advisor in advance. Most often you will be asked to sign up for your senior project 

during Spring Quarter and begin work during that quarter and continuing during the Summer. 

Senior Project Grades 

If you do not complete your senior project during the quarter in which you are enrolled in BUS 

464, the instructor will assign you an RP grade (Report in Progress) which is better than an 

incomplete (I). After you complete your senior project, the instructor will submit a grade change 

form to the university to turn the RP grade into your final grade. If you do not complete your 

senior project within a year of enrolling in the senior project class, the RP grade turns to an F 

automatically. Not a good thing to happen. However, if you do take more than a year and the 

grade has turned to an F, you can still complete your senior project without re-registering for 

BUS 464. You simply need to complete the work, have it graded by your instructor, and have 

your instructor submit a grade change, turning the F into something more desirable.  

Example Senior Projects  

The list below is a sample of senior projects that students have done with IS professors in 

the past couple of years. This is only a small sample. This list does not restrict you; be 

creative and do something wonderful! 

Certifications … there are many ones you can pursue. You may need to take more than one to 

meet the time/effort requirements (120 to 160 hours) and / or include a project in addition to 

preparing / taking a certification. Listed below are examples. 

o Certified Information Systems Auditor (CISA) 

▪ In this project, you study CISA prep materials, create a study plan, and 

then take an exam created by your advisor. You do not need to take the 

formal exam; this can be done during your career where your company 

pays for the exam (      ). Your grade is determined by how well you do on 

the advisor’s exam as well as how you manage your prep time. 

o Salesforce Certifications 

▪ e.g., Salesforce Administrator Certification 

o Oracle SQL certifications 

▪ e.g., Oracle Database SQL Exam Number: 1Z0-071 (though this is 

expensive and very (very) difficult to pass just coming out of University). 

There are others. 

o Amazon AWS certifications 

▪ e.g., AWS Architecture Associate Certificate 

o Tableau Certifications 

▪ e.g., after studying Tableau, one team of two conducted a project with 

Festival Mozaic in SLO to analyze donor and ticket sales data. 

o Splunk Fundamentals I and II  



▪ These classes were offered online during COVID, check out if still 

available 

o Certified Robotic Process Automation (Levels 1 – Level 3) 

o Microsoft Power BI certifications + a showcase project  

▪ e.g., Microsoft Power BI project with CP Career Services to link Power BI 

with the Handshake application used by CP to develop a dashboard to spot 

key trends and create opportunities to improve services. 

▪ e.g., Microsoft Power BI project with European Institute of Innovation and 

Technology (Eifi)  

o Sales Cycle Management Course offered by Chart Learning Solutions 

o Cisco Certifications 

▪ e.g., Certified Entry Network Technician Exam 

• Android/iOS app development 

• Developed a user-friendly business application designed to accurately and effectively 

analyze an employee’s performance in the workplace 

 

• UI/UX design course + creating a UI/UX project  

• Kaggle data mining projects or other analytics projects using real-life big data 

• Data Analytics courses   

o e.g., John Hopkins University's Data Science Specialization. 

 

• The IS faculty sometimes creates alliances with industry to offer group projects / study 

activities. Two examples are: 

o Anaplan Certified Model Builder 

o Workday Enterprise Integration Skill Development 

 

• Various industry projects include the following: 

o Analyze The CheeseCake Factory’s recipe, product and cost management systems 

and processes to identify how system enhancements could increase efficiency 

during the National New Menu Rollout process. 

o Explore the different components that make up General Data Protection 

Regulation (GDPR) concerning topics such as 3rd Party Collaboration, Handling 

Personal Data, Legal Issues (in terms of data processing), as well as Security to 

build out a privacy roadmap for University Studies Abroad Consortium (USAC) 

at the University of Nevada - Reno on their route to GDPR compliance. 

o Work with Omni Bev, a Vietnamese ready-to-drink beverage coffee startup, to 

automate the sales process. The project consisted of understanding Omni Bev’s 

sales process and software requirements, researching CRM software, and 

evaluating the software based on a given criteria framework. 

o Analyze requirements and develop and implement a centralized information 

platform for Cal Poly Facilities Planning & Capital Projects using Smartsheets 

o Our team worked with Intuit, a tax software and management company, to 

develop in-depth market research on artificial intelligence (AI), specifically 

chatbots, used internally within companies.  


