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FACULTY FACTS

Get to know a few of the professors and lecturers who drive 
Cal Poly’s unique brand of experiential business education.

What is your favorite part about teaching at Cal Poly? I really enjoy the weekly 
round-table discussions I have with my graduate students – I learn a lot from them!    

How do you know when a student is really career ready? I place high importance on 
professionalism and maturity in the classroom. Showing up on time and contributing 
thoughtfully in class are good signs that a student is ready to enter the work force.

What is the best business-related book you’ve ever read? How to Win Friends and 
Infl uence People by Dale Carnegie. Hands down.

How has college changed since you were a student? I attended college in Mexico, 
so my college experience as a student was very different from what Cal Poly 
students experience today. Technology has been one of the biggest changes. 
It is now possible to showcase the econometric techniques in real time, so students 
are able to see right away how to apply those methods.

How have you challenged your students? I teach econometrics tools and methods 
typically taught in graduate programs to my undergraduate students, and I teach 
Ph.D. level topics to my master’s students. It’s great to see their satisfaction when 
they master truly advanced concepts. 

What industry position has made a big impact on you? CEO of a startup – total fear!

How do you know when a student is really career ready? A career-ready student is 
one who understands accountability and responsibility — say what you’re going to 
do, get it done and make sure that you are a valued member of the team. 

What qualities do you think are most important in a leader today? I truly believe 
that the most important characteristic of any leader today is empathy — the ability 
to understand their customer, their colleagues and even their competitors.

How have your students changed recently? They are even more socially networked 
and distractible.

How have you challenged your students? I’m introducing a currency trading 
component into my Global Financial Institutions and Markets class. I think my 
students will love it.

How has your subject changed in the last few years? The world of fi nance is always 
changing. Hedge funds and high frequency trading used to be very hot. These 
days, they are becoming less so.

What is your research focus at the moment? I am working on a few projects. 
In one of them, we try to use something similar to entropy in physics to measure 
economic freedom in a Marseille fi sh market.
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What industry position has had the biggest impact on you? I was a manager in the 
Middle East and had people from Saudi Arabia, Palestine, France, England, Jordan, 
Canada, Egypt and the U.S. reporting to me. What brought us together was our  
passion for technology in a field that was growing exponentially. 

What is your research focus at the moment? I study women in technology and 
the difficulties women face in choosing majors and finding jobs. For three years, I’ve 
worked with wonderful industry partners, including alumni Gina and Brad Roldan, to 
hold “Preparing for the Workforce” events where women leaders in the tech industry 
speak at Cal Poly about key issues such as self-advocacy.

 

What year did you come to Cal Poly? I graduated from Cal Poly in 1967 with  
a degree in technical arts and went on to earn my MBA at Pepperdine. I joined  
the industrial technology faculty at Cal Poly in 2003.

What’s the best advice you’ve ever received? Never give up on a goal that is  
important to you.

How have your students changed in the last few years? They are brilliant, which 
motivates me to keep on top of my game. 

What qualities do you think are most important in a leader today? Understanding 
how respect is the basis of good leadership.

How has college changed since you were a student? I think there is a greater  
emphasis on inclusion, collaboration and technological savvy that are a reflection  
of the changing workplace — one that is more diverse, team-based and global than 
ever before.

What has been your favorite moment from the last year of teaching? Seeing  
one of my students in my Human Resources Management class land a full-time HR 
job! It was very rewarding to see that the information she was learning in my class 
helped her to prepare for her interviews and impress those at her new organization.

What is your hidden talent or hobby? I snowboard!

What attracted you to Cal Poly? The potential to be part of building a nationally 
recognized packaging program.

How has your subject changed in the last few years? There has been a major push 
to create packaging systems that reduce impact on our environment and food waste.

How have you Learned by Doing personally? I had never organized seminars or 
career fairs prior to Cal Poly. I just picked it up by doing it.

What’s your favorite thing about San Luis Obispo? Having breakfast at Bon Temps. 

Who is your go-to for faculty collaboration at Cal Poly? Sharon Dobson and I work 
closely together to further the Marketing Mentors program which pairs high achieving 
marketing students and underclassmen in the Principles of Marketing course. 

What are your favorite parts about teaching at Cal Poly? I love connecting with 
students and getting to know the whole person who is sitting in my classroom.  

How else are you involved with students on campus? I am honored to be the 
faculty advisor for Cal Poly’s chapter of the American Marketing Association and faculty 
coordinator for the Marketing Career Conference, where I work closely with students to 
develop their leadership, organizational and career-readiness skills. 
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